
WHEN WILL YOUR 
BUSINESS BE 
NET ZERO?







CLIMATE CHANGE KEY FACTS
• 1 million species are at risk of extinction

• We now have 415 ppm of CO2 up from 280ppm 

• Last seen on Earth 3 million years ago when it was 3 
degrees warmer, sea levels were 10-20m higher.

• We need to reduce emissions by 45% (from 2010 
levels) by 2030

• And net zero by 2050 to have a 50% chance of keeping 
a liveable, governable planet

• CO2 emissions globally are still increasing

• Our government is currently subsidising fossil fuels via 
tax breaks







“Simple: we have to stop burning fossil fuels and 
spewing carbon pollution into the atmosphere”

Climate Scientist Dr. Michael Mann



SO WHAT 
HAS BEEN 
HOLDING US 
BACK?

‘They’ - our Governments and big corporations  -
will fix it / they wouldn’t let it get that bad!

There will be a technological fix / Elon Musk will 
save us!

It’s impossible we might as well give up / China and 
India will just carry on regardless.

I like my lifestyle and I don’t want to change it / it 
won’t affect me.



“There is a moral obligation to be optimistic, because if 
we’re pessimistic we will despair, and if we despair ... we 
won’t act and we morally can’t let it happen.”

John Lanchester ‘The Wall’





“There's a false debate between do we need individual 
action... or do we need system-wide change? My 
answer to that is YES - we need it all."

Climate Scientist Prof. Katharine Heyhoe







AND AS GARDEN 
DESIGNERS AND 
LANDSCAPE 
PRACTITIONERS?

Learn about best practice

Project carbon footprint

Fossil fuel free business

Get active and push for change

www.landscapeforfuture.org.uk













HOW CAN WE 
CHANGE 
WHAT WE 
SPECIFY IN 
OUR 
PROJECTS?

Calculate the carbon footprint of your projects

Don't specify plastic grass if you can possibly avoid it !!!

Stop using peat and peat products

Waste less stuff, re-use, repurpose, recycle

Use less concrete and concrete products

Design and maintain for animals as well as plants

Educate your customers and talk to your suppliers









Eat less lamb, beef and dairy (or switch to a plant-based diet)

Fly less or stop flying - @flightfree2020

Switch banks – Cooperative Bank, Charity Bank, Triodos

Switch to renewable energy provider – e.g. Ecotricity, Good Energy

Switch to cycling / walking / public transport

Go electric; cars, tools, machinery

Buy less stuff

WHAT ARE 
THE ACTIONS 
WITH THE 
BIGGEST 
IMPACT?





“Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at 
once, but of stretching out to mend the part of the 
world that is within our reach.”

Clarissa Estes



MOST IMPACTFUL ACTIONS

TALK ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE

GET OFF FOSSIL FUELS TAKE ACTION



“Well, I’m telling you, there is hope. I have seen it but it does 
not come from the governments or corporations. It comes from 
the people. The people who have been unaware but are now 
starting to wake up. And once we become aware, we change. 
People can change. People are ready for change. And that is 
the hope because we have democracy and democracy is 
happening all the time.”

Greta Thunberg





“To prevent widespread misery and catastrophic biodiversity loss, humanity must 
practice a more environmentally sustainable alternative to business as usual. This 
prescription was well articulated by the world's leading scientists 25 years ago, but in 
most respects, we have not heeded their warning. Soon it will be too late to shift 
course away from our failing trajectory, and time is running out. We must recognize, 
in our day-to-day lives and in our governing institutions, that Earth with all its life is 
our only home.”

From “World Scientists’ Warning to Humanity: A second notice” Nov 2017 by William J Ripple

Signed by 15,000 environmental scientists from 184 countries


